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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION WITH ALEKSEY KOSYGIN AND 
PRESIDENT KEKKONEN 

REF: HELSINKI 0643 

1 . ON THE OCCASION OF THE SOVIET PRIME MINISTER S MIVIST 
TO THE SOVIET EMBASSY, I HAD A 10 MINUTE VISIT SURROUNDED 
BY SOVIET OFFICIALDOM. PRIME MINISTER LEARNED THAT I WAS 
MEMBER OF THE TELEVISION INDUSTRY AND CARRIED ON A RATHER 
PROLONGED CONVERSATION, THE GIST OF WHICH WAS MY WISHING 
SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS WITH SECRETARY VANCE, AS KOSYGIN WAS 
DEPARTING FOR THAT MEETING THE NEXT DAY. KOSYGIN SAID THE 
SUCCESS OF THE MEETING WOULD BE DEPENDENT ON US. I 
POINTED OUT THAT ONE OF THE SAD PARTS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP 
IS SO MUCH TIME AND SPACE IS SPENT ON POINTING OUT 
DIFFERENCES, WHEN THE FACTS ARE THAT WE HAVE MUCH MORE 
ON WHICH WE AGREE THAN ON WHICH WE DIFFER. THIS LED TO 
A DIALOGUE ABOUT MEDIA, AS I ADMITTED THAT SOMEHOW 
WE USUALLY CONSIDER THE NEGATIVE NEWS MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN POSITIVE NEWS. THE PRIME MINISTER AGREED. 
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2. CONGRESSMAN JOHN MURPHY OF NEW YORK WAS MY GUEST 
AT THE RECEPTION. HE POINTED OUT THAT SOMETIMES MEDIA 
IS TOUGHER ON AMERICAN POLITICIANS THAN ON WORLD 
STATESMEN. MR. KOSYGIN AND I FINALLY AGREED THAT 
MAYBE THERE WAS TOO MUCH MEDIA AS THE COMPETE WITH 
THEMSELVES TO ATTRACT READER AND LISTENERS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT KOSYGIN AND PRESIDENT KEKKONEN 
HAVE A SPECIAL RAPPORT. THE PRESIDENT OF FINLAND HAS 
POINTED OUT TO ME SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT KOSYGIN IS 
HIS FAVORITE. THE PRESIDENT SAID KOSYGIN HAS A 
PHENOMINAL MEMORY AND FREQUENTLY IS CALLED ON BY HIS 
COLLEAGUES FOR FACTS AND FIGURES. 

4. MR. KOSYGIN FLEW BACK IN ORDER TO MEET THE VANCE 
TIMETABLE. WHILE IN FINLAND THE PRIME MINISTER SPENT 
SEVERAL NIGHTS ON HIS SPECIAL TRAIN WHICH BROUGHT HIM 
HERE. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ANYONE'S MEMORY, HE AND 
PART OF HIS GROUP STAYED AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. 

5. WITHIN HOURS AFTER KOSYGIN DEPARTED HELSINKI, I 

HAD AN APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT KEKKONEN TO HAVE HIM 
MEET CONGRESSMAN MURPHY. I COMMENTED THE PRESIDENT 
MUST BE TIRED FROM THE DIFFICULT SCHEDULE-HE AGREED. 

I ASKED IF HE WAS PLEASED WITH THE COMMUNIQUE AND 
HE SAID - VERY. AS EXPLAINED IN AN EARLIER CABLE, 

IT HAD BEEN A VERY LONG AND DIFFICULT SELF- 
ASSIGNMENT FOR KEKKONEN TO GET THE WORD NEUTRALITY 
SPELLED OUT IN THE COMMUNIQUE. I HELD OUT MY HAND 
FOR A CONGRATULATORY HANDSHAKE. KEKKONEN SEEMED 
SOMEWHAT SURPRISED THAT I WOULD BE SO ENTHUSIASTIC. 

I SAID. MR. PRESIDENT. THIS HAS GOT TO BE A PERSONAL 
SWEET VICTORY FOR YOU. HE NODDED VERY MUCH IN 
THE AFFIRMATIVE. PRESIDENT KEKKONEN IS ASSUMING 
A TREMENDOUS BURDEN ON THIS THEIR 60TH ANNIVERSARY: 
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HAVING JUST BID GOODBYE TO THE PRESIDENT OF AUSTRIA, 
KOSYGIN IS BARELY OUT OF THE WAY AND THE PRESIDENT 
OF TURKEY IS DUE HERE SHORTLY. 

AUSTAD 
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